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Small Town

Milton is home to some of the
friendliest people in the world.
Located in the Florida Panhandle,
this laidback community is nestled in
a gorgeous rural setting of secluded
forests, pristine waterways and gently
rolling farmland.
If you like the idea of spacious country
living, peaceful walks under an ancient
tree canopy, and abundant opportunities
for recreation and entertainment – all
with one of the lowest costs of living in
the U.S. – then you’ll love calling Milton,
Florida, home!

Incorporated in 1844, Milton is among the oldest cities in Florida.
The Blackwater River provided transportation for the timber,
brick and shipbuilding industries (as well as the area’s nickname
“Scratch Ankle,” for the briars that grew along its banks).
Milton’s commercial opportunities were greatly expanded
by the Arcadia Mill and the L&N Railroad. As World War II
approached, Milton was chosen as the site for NAS Whiting Field,
and our community quickly embraced the service members and
their families.
Today Milton is a vibrant, progressive city that balances small town
charm and modern urban life. We honor our rich cultural heritage
and close relationship with the military with a large number of
historic landmarks and attractions including Riverwalk Park,
Veterans Memorial Plaza, and Historic Bagdad Village.

Historic Downtown Milton, lovingly rebuilt following a devastating 1909 fire.
United Methodist Church in Historic Bagdad Village, constructed 1885; West Florida
Railroad Museum; Recently restored Arcadia Mill, one of the most advanced in the South at the turn of the century.
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Exquisite Environment

Milton is tucked away from the tourist-packed theme parks
and beaches. Just beyond town lies the incomparable loveliness of
unspoiled nature and abundant opportunities for adventure.
The lifestyle here is more “old Florida” – immersed in nature and shaped
by water, including the Gulf of Mexico, the Yellow River, the East River
and the Blackwater River. Dubbed the “Canoe Capital of Florida,” the
Blackwater River State Forest has become the center of ecotourism in
the region, attracting nature lovers and adventure seekers both near
and far.

Though its waters
are darkened by
tree tannins, the
Blackwater River is
one of the purest in
the nation.

NEED
HI RES

Explore thick forests of cedar, magnolia and longleaf pine interspersed
with extensive canoe routes and trail systems that offer solitude,
simplicity and serenity. Canoe or kayak majestic rivers, fish the
freshwater streams, boat or water ski on placid bays, or just cool off with
a swim. Discover a bird-lover’s paradise, enjoy hunting and camping,
picnic on a crystal-white sandbar, go hiking or horseback riding, or just
take in the scenic views. Milton may be a small town, but we’re big on
enjoying life.

Average Temperatures
Spring

79°

Summer

91°

Fall

80°

Winter

68°

Milton offers warm,
sunny summers and brief,
mild winters that allow
residents to enjoy yearround outdoor recreation.

Supporting Our Military

The military is very important to the Florida Panhandle area,
and our military installations and civilian communities do a
great job of supporting our men and women in uniform.
NAS Whiting Field provides primary flight and advanced
helicopter training for aviators from the Navy, Marine Corps,
Coast Guard, Air Force and foreign countries. Averaging more
than 1.3 million flight operations annually, Whiting Field is
known as “The Busiest Air Station in the World.” Located just
7 miles north of Milton, Whiting offers numerous benefits to
service members and their families.
Nearby Pensacola Naval Air Station, known as the “Cradle of
Naval Aviation,” is home to the world-famous Blue Angels, as
well as the National Naval Aviation Museum, the world’s third
largest aviation museum.

~ Housing You Can Call Home ~

~ Fleet & Family Support ~

Family fun abounds at Whiting Pines, the base’s Balfour Beatty
community, where residents enjoy playgrounds, picnic areas
and other amenities, as well as 24-hour maintenance service
and free lawn care.

Take advantage of free workshops, classes and services,
including Ombudsman Program, Financial Management,
Relocation Assistance, Family Employment, Personal
Counseling, Life Skills, and Family Advocacy.

~ Award-Winning Commissary & NEX ~

~ Healthcare ~

You’ll love shopping at Whiting Field! In 2009, our Commissary
received an Honorable Mention Award for Best Small
Commissary in the U.S., and our Navy Exchange received a
Bingham Award for excellence.

Whiting Field’s Naval Branch Health Clinic is a state-of-the-art
33,000 square foot facility that offers a comprehensive range
of outpatient and ambulatory healthcare services, as well as
limited specialty services. The clinic operates in conjunction
with Pensacola Naval Hospital, one of the U.S.’s top-rated
military hospitals.

~ Morale, Welfare & Recreation ~
There’s something for everyone at Whiting Field’s MWR
Department, including aqua aerobics, beach volleyball,
bowling, darts, fitness classes, golf, racquetball, softball, tubing
trips and much more.

Freedom Eagle at the Santa Rosa County Veterans Memorial Plaza, downtown Milton.
21-gun salute over Blackwater River by the NAS Whiting Field Honor Guard;
NAS Whiting Field Command Headquarters; National Naval Aviation Museum, NAS Pensacola.
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Arts & Culture
There is always something happening in Milton to entertain, inform and enchant you. Spend
an afternoon painting pottery, catch a play or movie, view local artists’ works in Milton’s
outdoor mural project, or tour historic districts and antebellum homes to step back in time
and learn more about the area’s rich history.
~ Shopping & Dining ~
Milton is home to many excellent, one-of-a-kind boutiques, antique stores and thrift
shops. For more top-of-the-line merchandise, Pensacola’s Cordova and University malls
are just across the bridge, and the Tanger Outlet mall in Foley has over 120 brand name
manufacturers and designer outlets.
Restaurants and eateries range from open-air cafés and casual bistros to upscale steak
houses and ethnic cuisine. And you won’t want to miss the legendary Southern cuisine
featuring fresh-caught fish from our pristine rivers and homegrown produce from a host of
local farmers’ markets.
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The Riverwalk in Milton hosts various festivals and events each year.

~ Annual Festivals & Events ~
Join us as we celebrate the arts,
our heritage and the great outdoors
with numerous fairs, festivals and
performances throughout the year.
These family-friendly events bring us
together to mingle and enjoy the food,
music, arts and cultural diversity of
our community.

• Blackwater Heritage Tour
• Riverwalk Arts Festival
• July 4th RiverFest
• Beaches to Woodlands Tour
• Indian Days Celebration
• Mardi Gras Parade
• Milton Christmas Parade
• Santa Rosa County Fair
• St. Rose of Lima Fall Festival
• Veterans Thunder Parade
and much more!

Leisure Time

Milton is a stone’s throw from all manner of
outdoor recreation, including a state park,
nature trails, , campgrounds, marinas, and
swimming holes. Opportunities abound for
folks to leave their daily stresses behind,
reconnect with nature or just enjoy a family
outing for hiking, biking, fishing and every
imaginable water sport. The only limit is
your imagination!

~ Golf Courses ~
On Florida’s “Great Golf Coast,” you’ll find numerous award-winning
courses featured in Golf Digest and on PGA tours. Milton is home to three
outstanding golf facilities and can claim three PGA Tour Champions: Heath
Slocum, Bubba Watson and Boo Weekley all graduated from Milton High
School. With lush greens, spectacular scenery and sunny skies that offer
year-round play, there’s no better place to tee up!
~ Blackwater River State Forest ~
Milton is headquarters to the Blackwater River State Forest, one of the
largest state forests in Florida. Though named after the Blackwater River,
the Forest also includes many other waterways and is home to a wide
variety of plant and animal life. Discover Adventures Unlimited, where
you can canoe, kayak or tube down beautiful Coldwater Creek, relax in a
riverfront cottage, or spend a weekend camping. Blackwater River State
Forest is also part of the Florida Scenic Trail, a hiking trail that runs from
the Everglades up into Northwest Florida. Keep an eye out for unique
birds, as the Blackwater River State Forest is also part of the Great Florida
Birding Trail, selected for it’s excellent birdwatching opportunities.
~ Off the Beaten Path ~
Beyond the typical tourist attractions, Milton offers several hidden
treasures like Coldwater Horse Stables, Farmers Opry House, and
Hayes Ranch. The Gulf Breeze Zoo, a short drive away, offers narrated
train rides, a large petting zoo, giraffe feeding station, and animals and
birds from around the world. Also nearby lies the Gulf Islands National
Seashore and opportunities to explore Florida’s breathtaking coastline and
warm turquoise waters. Navarre Beach offers a laidback locale to swim or
sunbathe, while Pensacola Beach offers surfing, parasailing, sail-boarding,
jet skiing, charter fishing and a lively mix of restaurants and nightclubs.

Boo Weekley

Heath Slocum

Bubba Watson

World-Class Education

Education is our top priority. Santa Rosa County is consistently
in the top three school districts in Florida. The majority of
Milton’s 13 schools have earned the coveted “A” grade on
Florida’s A+ Plan, and our students perform well above
national averages. Thanks to excellent teachers, innovative
administrators and an enthusiastic PTA, our students enjoy
a full complement of challenging courses, athletic programs
and extra-curricular activities. The City of Milton works
diligently with all of our area schools to enhance the students’
educational experience, making a brighter future for our
community’s youth.
~ Higher Education ~
Milton also offers top-notch opportunities for higher
education at the Pensacola State College Milton Campus,
Locklin Technical Center, University of West Florida,
Florida State University Medical Campus, Northwest Florida
State College and University of Florida West Florida Research
and Education Center Milton.

Excellent Care

The abundance and quality of healthcare in a town the
size of Milton is a surprise to newcomers. We are proud
to offer residents an array of state-of-the-art healthcare
facilities and services that ensure their good health and
peace of mind.
Santa Rosa Medical Center is a 129-bed acute care
facility in Milton that offers a 24-hour physician-staffed
ER, women’s services, family birthing center, critical care,
inpatient dialysis, wound care and rehab center.
Santa Rosa Medical Group offers family medicine,
internal medicine and general surgery practices, as well
as urgent care and occupational health clinics.
The Andrews Institute for Orthopaedics & Sports
Medicine in Gulf Breeze utilizes minimally invasive
treatments and provides state-of-the art care.
Milton is further served by three major facilities in nearby
Pensacola: Baptist Hospital, Sacred Heart Health System
and West Florida Hospital.

Milton, Florida

~ Economic Development ~
The City of Milton serves as the seat of Santa Rosa County, and our probusiness leaders have positioned our community as a center for economic
growth. Santa Rosa County was the first in the nation to enter into a contract
with the U.S. Government for joint use of runway space aboard NAS Whiting
Field. The Santa Rosa County Industrial Park has attracted new businesses
and manufacturers from across the nation. Numerous organizations provide
support services, including TEAM Santa Rosa Economic Development
Council, Inc., whose vision is to create a vibrant, prosperous, sustainable
community where the children of today can live, work and thrive tomorrow.
~ “Smart Growth” Land Use ~
Our well-planned approach to growth management emphasizes limiting
sprawl, improving existing properties, and preserving heritage.
~ Community Supported Agriculture ~
Panhandle Fresh, Milton’s CSA program, and local farmers’ markets provide
residents with a wide variety of fresh fruits and vegetables.
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Santa Rosa County Court House, downtown Milton
Left: Milton City Hall, Dixon Street

Milton offers a multitude of housing
options, from cozy cottages in
secluded wooded areas to luxury
riverfront properties in gated
communities, and a wide range
of prices, builders and amenities.
Residents enjoy a variety of
dependable utilities and services
at highly competitive rates. Our
healthy real estate market, steadily
increasing
home
values
and
unparalleled lifestyle all ensure that
your investment grows.
~ Exceptionally Low Taxes ~
There is no Florida state income
tax. Property taxes are kept low, and
numerous exemptions are available.
~ Outstanding Quality of Life ~
Our hometown atmosphere, strong
belief in family, and extremely low
crime rate all make Milton a great
place to live and work.

Milton Has It All
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~ Distances to Other Cities ~
Pensacola, FL
Mobile, AL

~ Transportation ~

22 miles

Located in the Florida Panhandle,

56 miles

M i l t o n off ers easy access t o

Tallahassee, FL

173 miles

Interstate 10. Nearby Pensacola

Montgomery, AL

143 miles

Gulf Coast Regional Airport offers

Columbus, GA

197 miles

low fares and military discounts on

Biloxi, MS

104 miles

76 daily flights from 6 major carriers.

New Orleans, LA

212 miles

Peter Prince Field, a public-use

Atlanta, GA

281 miles

airport, is just 3 miles east of Milton.

Duke Field, Eglin AFB

10

39 miles

~ Demographics ~
• Population: Over 8,000
• Median Household Income: Approximately $70,000
• Per Capita Income: Approximately $25,000
• Median Home Value: Approximately $185,000

To request a hard copy of this brochure,
please submit the form at:
www.ci.milton.fl.us/brochure.htm
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6738 Dixon Street
Milton, Florida 32570
850.983.5400
For more information about
everything Milton has to offer,
please visit these websites.
City of Milton
www.ci.milton.fl.us
Santa Rosa County
www.santarosa.fl.gov
NAS Whiting Field
www.cnic.navy.mil/whitingfield
NAS Pensacola
www.cnic.navy.mil/Pensacola
Santa Rosa Arts and
Culture Foundation
www.sracf.org
Santa Rosa County
School District
www.santarosa.k12.fl.us
Santa Rosa County Chamber
www.srcchamber.com
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